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ASU Biodesign Institute wins environment award

THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

The Biodesign Institute at
Arizona State University Build-
ing B won top honors in Valle
Forward’s 27th annual Envi-
ronmental Excellence Awards
program.

The President’s Award was
announced Saturday at Valley
Forward’s Environmental Ex-
cellence Awards gala. More
than 750 community leaders at-
tended the event at the Westin
Kierland Resort in Scottsdale.

Valley Forward and SRP rec-
ognized 46 projects submitted
by Valley businesses, govern-
ment agencies and non-profit
organizations. In addition to
the President’s Award, 18 first-
place Crescordia awards and 28
awards of merit were pre-
sented.

Building B opened in 2006

~and has also been cited by the
U.S. Green Building Council for
“Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design.” Its com-
panion facility, Building A,
opened in 2004 and received
LEED gold certification. The
two buildings were constructed
separately but are connected on
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all levels by glass walkways.

“In presenting our awards
program for nearly three dec-
ades, we’re definitely seeing a
trend with more LEED-certi-
fied buildings of all types
throughout the Valley, as well
as around the country” said
Diane Brossart, president of
Valley Forward.

“Green building and envi-
ronmental consciousness in
general has become ‘main-
stream. The ASU project takes
us to a new level - it demon-
strates that doing what’s right
for the environment also makes
economic sense,” she added.

In addition to the President’s
Award (best of show), the ASU
Biodesign Institute, Building B
also won a first-place Crescor-
dia Award in the Buildings and
Structures/Large Scale and
Community Development cate-

gory.

The Biodesign Institute re-
search offices are oriented to
provide views of a Sonoran
Desert garden, which is land-
scaped with drought-resistant
native plants and serves as a

natural storm management sys-
tem. In addition, a 5,000-gaﬁ’)sn

underground tank captures a
full day’s supply of condensate
from the building’s cooling sys-
tem and supplies the landscape
irrigation system.

The environmental awards
have become particularly com-
petitive among Valley munici-
palities. This year, Phoenix is
associated with nine projects
that won awards. Others in-
clude Tempe and Scottsdale,
five each; Maricopa County,
four; Chandler and Peoria, o
apiece; and one each for Avon-
dale, Goodyear, Guadalupe, the
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation

and Superior. The state of Ari-
zona had three winners,

Valley Forward received
nearly 100 entries in this year’s
competition. Categories in-
cluded buildings and struc-
tures, site development and
landscape, livable communi-
ties, open space and connectiv-
ity, artin public places, environ-
mental technologies, environ-
mental education/communica-
tion and environmental stew-
ardship.

For a complete list of win-
ners, go to www.valleyforward.
org/.
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